
Showcasing some of Australia's most famous "Big 
Things", this set of five stamps are illustrated in 
typical Reg Mombassa style. 

There are BIG THINGS all over Australia, from 
BIG Bananas to BIG Guitars to BIG Barramundi… 
These BIG, usually bizarre and almost always on 
the roadside things are colloquially known as Aus-
tralia's Big Things. These giant, kitsch replicas 
scattered across the continent have traditionally 
functioned as giant advertising billboards, built to 
entice motorists to stop and empty their wallets 
when driving long distances on Australian high-
ways. But on a deeper level these local tourist at-
tractions represent and identify local communi-
ties. While representing iconic Australiana, Big 
Things themselves have become iconic for many 
Australians. 

 50c stamp - Big Banana, Coffs Harbour, NSW 

 50c stamp - Big Pineapple, Nambour, QLD 

 50c stamp - Big Merino, Goulburn, NSW 

 50c stamp - Big Lobster, Kingston SE, SA 

 50c stamp - Big Golden Guitar, Tamworth, NSW 

1. Who or what is Mambo art?  Give as much detail as possible—do not merely copy and 
paste from the Internet! 

2. What makes the art style of Mambo distinct?  Answer under the following headings: 
 The use of LINE 
 The use of TONE 
 The use of HEIRARCHY (what is the most important element and what do you 

see first, second, third etc.) 
 LETTERFORM and its use 
 What elements are the same in each stamp to make the set or series? 

3. What would Colac be famous for if it had a BIG THING? 
4. Draw a stamp that would be the 6th in the series, using the style of the stamps 

above, for Colac.  Make it proportionate and clearly part of the set.  Use the template 
provided as a starting point.  Don’t forget the common elements identified above 
such as clouds, the blue car, shading, hills in the background etc.  Use your visual di-
ary and do a few trials first. 
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